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i@ Celebrating 33 years of service at Open Gate Ministries

New Gate for Open Gate

Life Scout Austin Stand
ing, a 17 year old seni
at Clovis West Hig
School and a member
Troop 6 in Fresno, pre
sented Open Gate with|
new metal gate as his B
gle Scout Project in N
vember. Following co
pletion of the Eagle Prg
ject, Austin has one moj
merit badge to earn in gy
der to receive the Eag
rank, an honor which
expects to attain in t
spring. The Troop is |ges———
by Scoutmaster Tom Wik

COX.

Austin first came to Di
nuba last winter with hi
parents to help distribu
food to victims of Janu-
ary’s freeze. While hereg,
he noticed the condition of the wooden gate, aficteze victims. The Standing family had all pastic
wanted to fix it as his Eagle Project. He enlistieel pated. “It's a great way to be able to give senaad
help of three companies, Span Construction gét your family involved. You're teaching your kid
Fresno, King Curb of Madera, and Rose Powddre value of service,” she said.
Coating of Selma, to design, build, and install iegv
gate. Span Construction specializes in large me#falstin is also on the Clovis West Bowling Team.
buildings, such as the Costco in Visalia. The nefter graduation next spring, Austin plans on atten
gate was installed by a team of 12 Scouts, parentgy Fresno State and majoring in Computer Science.
and metal worker professionals. The new sliding ga
is patterned after the logo of the ministry anaver If you haven't seen the new gate already, be sure t
eight feet wide and six feet tall. All materialsdala- drive by the Martzen / Ross Center on Amador Street
bor were donated. to check it out. The new gate will be a symbol of
Open Gate’s enduring commitment to the needy of
Austin’s mother, Jamie Standing, was here for tloar area for many decades to come. Our heartfelt
installation. We discussed the January freezd, ahanks go to Austin and his family and friendstfus
the many boxes of food that had been preparedér tvonderful donation.

Scoutmaster Tom Wilcox, Life Scout Austin Standiagg Roger Neufeld, Executive Director,
(I to r) admiring the new gate.
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The Purpose of Open Gate Ministries is to minister to those hurting and in need in a way that promotes a sense
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From the Executive Director's Desk —

Thank you for your support during the Christm
season. Over 500 families were served with Chr
mas food as a result of your faithfulness. Godlis
ways faithful.

help the less fortunate in their time of need. 'Go
gift of Jesus Christ during that first Christmasais
gift that keeps on giving.

We praise the Lord for 33 years of ministry. As W

look forward to the coming year we know there w|
be challenges and many who will need the servi
Open Gate provides. We are looking forward to
“life changing” experiences of our residents. B8r

His great love for even the poore
individuals is amazing. We are blessed to be tble

“fruitbasket of America,” but we have just finisha
asyear where 1000 families within a ten mile radi
stheeded food every week because of an agricult

» cause they themselves were prepared.
4 show we have enough food in our communities
about 3 days if a serious emergency ever struck.
should each have an emergency plan and store
guate food provisions for our family for at least
yemonths so we have enough to help others also.
[| have no excuses for not being ready. Make this
ce@f your New Year's Resolutions.

he

years we have been seeing God at work througkate and continue to be a part of what we do

Open Gate. Some of you have been a part of thigending in what you can to provide emergency ger-
nd

blessing, and we hope your faith in what we are ovices for the less fortunate in our community. G
ing will continue. Poverty is only a few days away bless you all.

from each one of us and has already hit many fami-

lies. Some are experiencing the loss of a jomores | Staff Changes for 2008 --

family circumstance that leaves them vulnera
Many have no place to turn. We need to do more
prepare ourselves and others for these inevita
situations.

The Boy Scout’s motto is, “Be Prepared.” It is ii©on
that we can teach others but not follow our ov
teaching. | have been convicted that we need to
more to help families to “Be Prepared.” One four
of America is already living below the poverty léve
and thousands of middle class families drop inte-p
erty each year. Our first preparation is to make s
we have a strong faith and relationship with Jes
Christ, and then to use our ingenuity to make pro
material provisions. The Scriptures clearly sat tt
“perilous times will come” during the “last days.
The first is “famine.” More mouths to feed ever
year make food provisions more expensive and

manding.

le.

ton Wilson, who had been organizing the food

blgibution, left us two months ago and was repldogd
Ken Grover as accountant and office manager.
have shifted some of Gloria’s office load and she
again supervising the food services, with the lulp

thwith food services.

a)

=

D Margaret Lopez has announced her resignation
manager of the Thrift Store. We will make adjus
sugnents to see if the remaining staff can carry tael |
peand make good management decisions. We are

vnimelda Jimenez, who has been a faithful volunté
dimr many years. She has been hired part-time l{p Iy

naing for the Lord to send us the right person fdstm

!

D

" important responsibility. It is amazing how theviNeg
y Beginnings training program we ran several y
deago has connected Open Gate to people in the

aspect of the work.

Mayonnaise
Canned meats
Fresh vegetables
Fresh fruit

* & o o

Current Needs At The Shelter

¢ Children’s Snacks ¢ Shampoo

+ Hair brushes + Pampers/Wipes
+ Deodorants

+ Razors

E\i{
munity. Volunteers are so very necessary foryevg

©

ulral

“freeze.” We saw, first hand, where those withha p
stlosophy of preparedness were able to help others
Statis

L

Continue to pray for wisdom and strength for OpE

©

It is hard to imagine a shortage of food in thhem'
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Chrlstmas Food Dlstrlbutlon—December 19, 2007

A lot of volunteers came to help. While in line, volunteers ministered to the clients

Volunteers started to arrive at 7:30 A.M. Thetfolents were served at 8:30 A.M.
We closed up at 2:30 P.M., out of food, out of {dyst renewed in spirit!!!
At the end of the day, 997 individuals had receif@at, toys, toiletries, prayer, and Christmas wisfrom the volunteers at Open Gate.
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Upcoming Events—Mark your Calendars!!!

January 24—Open Gate Board Meeting
February 3—Souper Bowl of Caring
February 6—Soup and Pie Social
February 28—Open Gate Board Meeting
March 16—Palm Sunday

March 23—Easter

March 27—Open Gate Board Meeting
April 19—Home Tour

Please remember Open Gate in Your prayers. we
are always in need of volunteers at the Shelter,
Store, and Food Distribution, and we also need fi-
nancial support, especially in this time of the
year!

Fiscal Year 2007 Facts

From the Accountant

1. Over $107,000 worth of merchandise was do-
nated to the Thrift Store.

2. From sales, the Thrift Store contributed almost
$36,000 to the rest of the ministry after all ex-
penses.

3. 100% of every undesignated cash contribution
was spent directly on shelter operations or food
distribution.

4. 81% of all Open Gate revenues come from
either cash donations or donations of merchan-
dise.

5. 4,960 resident-nights were spent in the shelter.
It cost approximately $ 28.25 for each resident per
night.

6. Over $450,000 worth of food was donated,
which was in turn distributed by Open Gate Staff
and Volunteers.

January 2008

A Testimony from Janelle West

| thank Open Gate for opening their heart and help-
ing me get back on my feet. Today | am living a
happy and truly blessed life with a wonderful hus-
band and a nine year old son. | am truly enjoying
watching him grow. We are having our first house
built, which is a miracle in itself, but my life wanot
always this way.

| grew up in a very dysfunctional home. Drugs were
a part of my families tradition. | grew up doing

drugs and had my first child when | was twenty
years old, but lost her to CPS. After completing a
program in Bakersfield called “Teen Challenge” |

was able to get her back.

| relocated to Dinuba, wanting to settle down in
Reedley. My sister-in-law dropped me off at this
nice shelter called Open Gate. | immediately felt
very welcomed and safe. Open Gate fed and shel-
tered me and my daughter and were truly a blessing
to my life. 1 thank Open Gate for opening their
heart to me and helping me get back on my feet dur-
ing that difficult time of my life.

Now it is 2008 and | have a wonderful life and fam-
ily. 1 am now working as a house manager in Evan-
gel Home, in Fresno. | love giving back to women
who are in situations like | used to be in. Once
again, thank you for giving me a new start.

Board of Directors
President - Les Felland
Treasurer — James Brown
Frances Baerg, Harriet Carver, Lora Diggins,
Richard Harrison, Kathleen Kelley, Carol Knoy,
Robert Martin, Janice Moore, Ramon Oyervidez,
Ellie Ruppender

Staff
Executive Director — Roger Neufeld
Shelter Manager — Gloria Gaona
Case Manager — Irene Pasillas
Imelda Baldazo, Jaime Benavente, Amanda Friesen,
Victor Gaona, Kenneth Grover, Ninfa Islas, Imelda
Jimenez, Veronica Lopez, Anna Padama, Bertha
Serrano, Marilyn Wingate
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A Message from the Operations Manager Spotlight on the Staff—Imelda Jimenez

Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within My name is Imelda Pinedo Jimenez and | am a di-
me, bless His holy name. Psalms 103. Indeed it vorced parent with two wonderful children: Li-
has been a great Christmas season! | must adomdda is 14 years old and is in th® gade, and
that | didn’t think that | could make the Christmagdose is 12 years old and is ifi grade. | was born
food giveaway a success. Some key people wha
every year helped me were no longer around an
as many of you know, | had some health problerr
this year. | had to make a quick decision as t
whether | could handle such a great responsibility

| prayed, | contacted church friends, and | made
plea to many persons for help. | got very encoul
aged as many made commitments to help m
Soon, everything started falling into place and th
big days arrived. Pallets of food arrived, fooasw
ordered, and volunteers were ready. We serve
Christmas food boxes to 250 families on Dece
ber 18 at the Orosi Memorial Hall. Another 275
families were also given Christmas food at thg
Open Gate Shelter. Many toys were also donated

and those were handed out as well. Even sowed raised here in Dinuba. My children and | are
volunteers from Fresno came and pitched in. Tawstive members of St. Catherine’s Catholic
pound bags of chicken were purchased and hand&uaurch. | first came to Open Gate as a volunteer
out with every box of food given out. This was am November, 2000. | have been an active volun-
added expense, but God is always faithful in theger now for seven years. For my first job here, |
He supplies every need. | put a plea out for $8,0@ssisted with the food distribution program by
to purchase this poultry and the Lord blessed looking up files. | was taught how to fill out the
over and beyond in that we were able to purchaagplications with the clients. | also attended New

meat for every box of food. Praise the Lord. Begin- nings Partnership here in Dinuba.
%X*%X 2 The computer classes that | attended
I'd like to thank all the wonderful volun- %ngé;z g 4 were taught by Don Wilson. In

teers who helped make this distri- | 3¢ @VM o ¢ those classes | learned all of my
. . 4% % e, W . .
bution a successthe Dinuba arec oY) 07 ast ¥ computer skills and office proce-

churches, youth leaders, pastc gt o’?@V; N WO g™ *fx dures. | have recently been
community friends, and our own reg .~ yeo W ?\(e,eew X added to the staff here at Open
lar Open Gate Ministries voluntee 4;”” W\V&N ‘. Gate. | am so thankful for the
and staff. Many thanks to those w.< m@D%@ JDK%%X* opportunity becausét gives
made donations to help make this Chrigc " < me great pleasure to be able to
mas wonderfully successful. W x continue helping the needyhere in our sur-
i rounding communities. It's a wonderful feeling

The need is always on-goingOur Executive that | get when | am greeted by so many clients out
Director says that we give out Christmas all ye&n the streets. It's just so amazing how much peo-
round. This may very well be true, for there is aple take to heart every single gesture of kindness
ways a great satisfaction in knowing that, all yediat we give to them and it's great to get reminded
round, we try to do the very best possible to hely it every time that | see them.

those in need.

1 Cross
+ 3 Nails

Serving the Lord,
Gloria Gaona 4 Given




1000 Glub

Open Gate Ministries is looking for 1,000 families willing to donate @lor more a
month to help us care for the needy of our surrmgndrea by giving them food, clothing
and temporary housing. The government support leas locut back at a time when the
number of people coming to us for help continuegrtov.

Please join our “1,000 Club” and help us meetthe n  eeds.

City: Amount Enclosed $

nh f Please send your
n nhonor o tax-deductible gift to:

511 N. 'K’ Street

[]

[]

] Inmemory of
[1 Send acknowledgment to above name Dinuba, CA 93618
]
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