From the Executive Director’'s Desk —

A Non-profit Agency is only
as strong as its Board
and Staff.

A successful non-profit agency must
have a strong organization as well as
a strong program. The people who
are served by Open Gate are the re-
cipients of the ministry that you who
donate and pragre making possible.

A successful non-profit agency i
always looking for the next genera
tion of individuals who have the cal
of God on their lives and who ar
willing to be Directors. Over on

hundred such individuals hav
served on the Board during Open Who will be the next great President of the Unidtes of America?

U7

Gate’'s 34 years. Some served dufing Before you vote, pray for God’s guidance!
major changes while others served longer times and . _
kept the agency stable. A little Child shall Lead Them!

We are praving for three new and dedicated ind{\-/e were recently delighted to receive a Iarge_dqna—
viduals with the vision and skills to move us intd!n Of coins from eight year old Clare, who is in-
the future. Directors make policy, provide goodPIring us with her giving. She has already dohate
staff, and cast the vision for the future. Maigoa her hair to “Locks of Love” three times and she
volunteer time and finances as God calls them ajQyes t0 help others. Her grandmother tells us tha
places them in positions of leadership. Clare saves her “tooth fairy money, runs in charit
races, and was an “Academic All Star” fo 2
One individual testified recently, with tears, sayi 9raders in Fresno County this spring. Of course,
“I never thought | would ever come to love thigrandmothers have the right to brag.
organization like 1 do. It is a thing from the Idot .
Not only do those served receive help, but tho§tandmother Beverly has also been setting an ex-

who are serving are moved and blessed to be ffiPle and is a great role model. She has been vol-
volved. Don't wait to be asked. Follow God'd/nteering at the Open Gate thrift store, and little
prompting. Clare wanted to help too when she heard what her

“Nana” was doing. Our accountant brought me an
envelope full of coinsand a note. Clatead

The Purpose of Open Gate Ministries is to minister to those hurting and in need in a way that promote s a sense

of security and dignity and brings peace and a rene  wed spirit of hope for the future.
.



Check out our website!!!!

www.opengate-ministries.org

Sandra Hansen has been designing our new welStite has done a wonderful job developing a compedhen
site that tells about our ministry, our programs] aur events. She is working to set up a wapke tlonations
online as well. The website already has picturesfour Anniversary Dinner.

Check it out!!!!

From the Executive Director’'s Desk (continued)

donated all the coins she was saving for charity cers. Please participate and pray as God places
to Open Gate. us on your mind.

What a blessing to have many children of our Please also pray that we will have the health,
community participating with “can drives” and strength and the wisdom we need to be a shin-
their own saved-up coins. Isaiah 11:6 talks ing light from Jesus Christ to the needy we
about a time in the future when “a little child serve. Your encouragement is very important
shall lead them.” Clare and these other children as we deal with personal health issues and fi-
are already showing these great leadership nancial and business decisions. Please continue
qualities. to support the ministry as God makes this possi-
ble for you.You are a vital part of our team.
Looking forward to Thanksgiving and
Christmas! Roger C. Neufeld

October is the beginning of our new fiscal year. WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!!
With an uncertain economic situation we are
trusting the Lord to take us through all our chal- Do you like to put puzzles together? Do you
lenges. like to sew simple things? Do you like to make
Christmas decorations? Do you like to fix up
Many of you like to help provide a Christmas dolls?
basket for a family in need. We expect to be
feeding about 500 families again with a special We at Open Gate Thrift Store really need your
Christmas basket. You are welcome to desig- help. You could do these things in the comfort
nate part of your donation to help with these of your own home! We also need many volun-
special distributions. teers at the store. Even an hour of your time
will be appreciated. There is laundry to do,
The next three months are the busiest time of dishes to clean and get ready for pricing, toys to
year for many families. We also have extra be cleaned and readied for Christmas, and many
things to do.November 6, at 6:30 pm, we will more things. If you are interested and have
be organizing our new year with our Annual even just a little time, we would really appreci-
(potluck) Business Meeting at the SDA  ateit. The Thrift Store sales help keep the non-
Church social hall. Our accountant is already denominational Christian Open Gate Shelter
working with the Auditor to show that we are operating. Please contact Gwen Krahn at 638-
running our business properly. We are making 4535 or Gloria Gaona at 591-1241. | know God
Annual Reports and will be electing new offi- will bless you for helping the unfortunate.



34th Anniversary Dinner — September 12, 2008

Mayor McKittick gave the keynote address. Danny Cervantes provided entertainment.
The Cinco de Mayo Queen and Princess were there. Ticket sales were good.
The silent auction was a huge success. There was a lot of fellowship.

More pictures from our annual dinner may be founaor website.



©
Upcoming Events—Mark your Calendars!!! meal. His mother and some of the other pargnts
were astonished that he would be asking for mgre
November 6, 2008 — Annual Dinner food for, you see, when this little child came o
6:30 P.M. the shelter with his mom and dad, he hargly
December 4, 2008 — Board Meeting wanted to eat at all. His mother related to us tha
February 4, 2009 — Soup and Pie Social at the he was depressed and could not adapt to the ghel-
United Methodist Church ter lifestyle. Even at the age of 3 he felt theoem
tional turmoil that his family was going through.
Board of Directors gladly fed him seconds. His mother was happy
Tfergz'l?rg‘t_'j-ae;gseg?gsvn because she had just been told that she was||ap-
Frances Baerg, , Kathleen Kelley, Les Lungren,dob proved for an apartment and she coulql hardly wait
Martin, Janice Moore, Jason Nichols, Ramon Oyemide | fOr her husband to get home to tell him the gofd
Debbie Rojas, Norma Ruiz news. She then went on to tell me that, when ghe
Honorary Board Members: had told her 3-year-old boy that they finally hadfja
Richard Harrison and Ellie Ruppender home to go to, he saitlut this is our home.”
Staff As | sat there seeing this child very happily egti
Executive Director — Roger Neufeld his food, my eyes were filled with tears and my
Shelter Manager — Gloria Gaona chest filled with emotion. | thank God for Ope
Case Manager — Irene Pasillas Gate Ministries and those who made this youg
Imelda Baldazo, Jaime Benavente, A_manda Friesenoii couple with 2 children feel right at home. While
Ga\‘;)er}ihiznfggéf f:]’ﬁ; g‘;rg:nlqi‘:"s’ they were here,'they were attending a church, h.e
Bertha Serrano, Marilyn Wingate husband got a job, they found a home, and their
child learned to feel right at home. What magje

From the Desk of the Operations Manager - could we want or ask for?

Deal bountifully with thy servant, that | may live, Thanks to you, our friends, partners, and ¢

you who read this article. During the past fewministry that reaches out to the homeless, the
months | have fought many health problems, andyry, and the less fortunate, and makes them
I'd like to thank all of my faithful friends who| right at home.

have stormed heaven on my behalf for my heal-

ing; and | am believing God for my complete In Christ,

healing. God has indeed been merciful and graGloria Gaona

cious towards me, in that He allows me every day

to see His greatness through those that come

through the shelter. | am awed at how He calls Food Distribution July through September
and works through the voice of even a child. God Families Served 1,436
uses small circumstances to say that He is near Total Food Bags 1,830
and He can attend to, and meet, our every need.

and keep thy word. Ps. 119:1Blessings to all of| laborers, for also being a part of this powe%l
@

Shelter Report July through September
The other day, as the residents sat to have lunch,

one little 3-year-old boy asked for seconds on his Shelter Overnight Stays 1,169

ITEMS NEEDED FOR OUR FOOD DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM!

HELP!!!I! We are experiencing a great need for caned food items
(vegetables and fruits), beans, rice, soups, pastasd cereals.



We live in an affluent society, in
an affluent country. Most of us
don’t have to worry about where
our next meal will come from.
But also, for most of us, it wasn't
always like that. Not everyone is
well-to-do at all times in their
lives. I'm sure that many of you
have had hard times in the past
when money was pretty tight, or
at least tighter than it is right now!
For me, | remember several
Christmas seasons when our fi-
nances were pretty meager. Dur-
ing those years, we couldn’t even afford a ChaBliewn Christ-
mas tree to decorate our house. For one of theaesyl took the
trimmings from other people’s Christmas trees arickdvthem
together to build a makeshift tree for our hous@other year, our
Christmas “tree” was a prairie tumbleweed that badn spray-
painted green. The next year we had a real treeme friends
from church let us cut one of the evergreens froair tshelterbelt.

As we celebrate the holiday season in the warmthcamfort of
our affluence, let us remember those that areftesnate than we
are right now. Be thankful for what you have bédessed with,
and give generously so that others might have aermeajoyable
Christmas as well.
Merry Christmas, Charlie Brown!
— Ken Grover

Fiscal Year 2008 Facts

From the Accountant

1. Over $115,000 worth of merchandise was donated to the
Thrift Store.

2. About $6,200 of this merchandise was given out to needy
families and referrals from other agencies.

3. $230,000 worth of food was given out in our food distribu-
tion program. This amounts to about 140,000 pounds of
food.

4. Almost $16,000 worth of food, supplies, and toiletries were
donated directly to the shelter during the year.

MEET THE STAFF!

My name is Marilyn Wingate. | am 40 years old and
proud parent of five wonderful children: Nichol2§); Kris-
tina, 17; William, 14; Daniel, 11; and Aaron, 4.w&s born
and raised in the Dinuba area and my family andnitioue
to reside here in Dinuba now. I'm an active memifeDi-
nuba First Baptist Church. | am thankful to God gitacing
me here at Open Gate Ministries, where | can bd tsac-
complish God’s work here on earth while He is aywegpar-
ing a place for us. Housing many people in our rooimity,
feeding the hungry, and ministering to those wheelfaund
the need for God in their lives (and even some théen’t
guite decided to take that step yet) are just soihtiee many
ways we can accomplish our purpose here on eanthl, get
the privilege of doing all these things while enyad at
Open Gate Ministries! | can't believe it will bea®year that
I've been employed here in November. Time fliesewh
you’re having fun! I've had the opportunity to pebut in
the shelter and food distribution center, and haxen spent
a little bit of time at the thrift store, and itall played an
important part of my life as | strive to put Godstiin all that
| do. | am also thankful to all of the volunteadsnors, and
other staff members who have played an importalet iro
helping me to accomplish the many things that rteeget
done here at Open Gate Ministries. This is a @b ho one
person can do alone. | hope that, as my life geggs, God
will continue to broaden my horizons and that I\ able
to serve at Open GaMinistries for many years to come.

Spaghetti Sauce Juices

Sugar Tuna

Coffee Powdered Milk
Creamer Toilet Paper
Pastas Hair Brushes

Disposable Razors Bath Towels

Pajamas (all Kitchen Towels
sizes)

Backpacks

School Supplies

pat———




1000 Club

g

Open Gate Ministries is looking for 1,000 families willing to donate @lor more a
month to help us care for the needy of our surrondrea by giving them food, clothing
and temporary housing. The government support leas focut back at a time when the
number of people coming to us for help continuegrtov.

Please join our “1,000 Club” and help us meetthe n  eeds.

# Amount Enclosed $

1000 Club[] Change of Address.]1  Drdpl dd&o mailing list

In honor of | "

$%% &'()
Send acknowledgment to above name *+05,

[]
[]
[1 Inmemory of
]
[

Open Gate Ministries
511 North K Street
Dinuba, Ca 93618-1933




